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Syllabus 

1. Name of a subject Megacity Management 

2. Mapping of learning outcomes (list of competences), with the relevant 

indicators described and subject learning outcomes indicated     

 The section lists the graduates’ coded competencies that are to be developed during 

the  learning process, indicators that show their development (generalized descriptions of 

specific actions performed by the graduate that clarify and reveal the competence content), 

learning outcomes (knowledge, skills)  with indicators of competence development (in the 

form of a table): 

                                                                                                              Table 1 

Competence 

code 

Competence   Competence 

development 

indicators1 

Learning outcomes (skills2, and 

knowledge) and indicators that 

show competence development    

AC-2 

 

Ability to develop and 

implement decision making, 

assess its effectiveness and 

efficiency 

 

 Demonstrates knowledge of basic 

methods for the development and 

implementation of decision 

making in relation to 

urbanization processes abroad 

and in Russia 

 

Reveals the meaning and 

characteristics of modern 

approaches to assessing the 

effectiveness and efficiency of 

managerial decisions made in the 

field of development of 

megacities 

 

Applies the provisions of the 

urbanization theory in the 

analysis of features and the 

development of urban 

development policies  

 

Makes managerial decisions on 

practical problems of developing 

megacities abroad and in Russia 

Uses the tools for substantiating, 

developing and evaluating the 

effectiveness and efficiency of 

managerial decisions in modern 

megacities development  

PC-11 Ability to verify and structure 

information obtained from 

 Demonstrates knowledge of the 

principles for verification and 

                                                           
1 To be filled in when the updated Financial University educational standards and federal state educational standards of higher education 

“3++” are implemented.   
2 Skills are described when the Financial University educational standards of the 1st generation and federal state educational standards of 

higher education “3+” are implemented.   
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different sources 

 

structuring of various types of 

information 

 

Uses the skills to verify and 

structure information obtained 

from different sources  

PC-12 Ability to use information 

technologies to solve various 

research and administrative 

tasks 

 

 Demonstrates knowledge of basic 

principles and methods of 

information technology using in 

including in the field of 

metropolitan management 

 

Uses information technology to 

solve various research and 

administrative tasks in the 

metropolitan development 

management. 

 

Uses the skills for solving 

research and administrative 

problems using information 

technology in the field of 

metropolitan development 

management. 

PC-15 Ability to develop innovative 

ideas and innovative 

approaches for its 

implementation 

 

 Knows how to use approaches, 

new ideas and existing foreign 

and domestic experience of state 

and municipal management of 

the development of megacities. 

 

Put forward innovative ideas and 

innovative approaches to their 

implementation in metropolitan 

management 

 

Validates and develops the 

development strategy for the 

megacity’s management, 

allowing to achieve the objects of 

public administration and 

municipal management 

 

Uses techniques and study skills 

for innovative ideas development 

and implementation in megacities 

management 

 

 

3. Place of the subject in the curriculum   
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The subject refers to the module of disciplines of choice in the program curriculum. 

 

4. Workload in credits and academic hours, with class work (lectures and 

seminars) and self-study indicated 

Table 2 

Type of work  Total 

(in credits and hours) 

Semester Module 8  

(in hours) 

Overall workload   3 credits, 108 hours 3 credits, 108 hours 
Class work    24 24 

Lectures  6 6 

Seminars, practicals   18 18 

Self study  84 84 

Formative assessment    Test  Test 

Summative assessment    Final Credit Test Final Credit Test 

 

5. Subject content (with the thematic components indicated).  

Theme 1. Current trends and approaches to managing the development of large 

cities and megacities in the modern world. 
The city as a special socio-economic system in the modern world. Features of the 

population and historical stages of urban development. The main subsystems of the city as 

an object of management. 

Current trends in urbanization and development features of major cities and 

megacities. Cross-country comparisons: general and specific trends of urbanization 

processes. Criteria for the classification of cities and megacities. 

Transformation of the place and role of world global cities in the global economy and 

in the modern world as a whole. Forecast estimates and trends. Basic principles and 

approaches to the management of megacities and their strategic development in the global 

world. 

Theme 2. Analysis and evaluation of urban governance models in modern 

megacities. 

Comparative analysis of organizational models for managing foreign megacities in 

foreign countries. 

Models of organization of municipal management of the largest cities in foreign 

countries. Features of the organization of management in cities with state and capital status. 

The process of developing and implementing management decisions on the 

development of foreign megacities. Institutional framework for public involvement in the 

management of socio-economic development of major cities. 

The essence and nature of urban agglomerations, the objective background of their 

formation. Classification of urban agglomerations. The main models for the formation and 

management of urban agglomerations. Foreign and Russian experience in regulating 

agglomeration processes. 

Theme 3. The main strategies and challenges for the development of megacities 

in foreign countries in the XXI century. 

Strategic approaches to the management of the development of cities in the modern 

world: a cross-country analysis and evaluation of best practices in the development of 
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strategies for the development and management of the organization of social and economic 

development of cities. 

Risks and mechanisms for preventing possible negative consequences of the 

accelerated development of megacities in the global world. 

The use of digital technology and the concept of “Smart City” in managing the 

sustainable development of megacities. Green technology. Cross-country analysis and 

evaluation of best practices for the use of “smart” technologies in various areas of 

metropolitan management. Application of the “Smart City” concept in the development 

strategies of Russian cities. 

Methods and mechanisms of criteria-based assessment of the effectiveness and 

efficiency of managing sustainable development of modern megacities in Russia and foreign 

countries. 

 

 6. List of teaching and methodological materials needed for the students self-

study 

6.1. List of questions for student self-study and types of out-of-class activities 

Table 3. 
Itemized subject 

content   

Questions the students should answer 

within the self-study process    

Types of out-of-class activities   

1. Current trends and 

approaches to managing 

the development of large 

cities and megacities in 

the modern world. 

1. Features of the population and the 

main stages of development of modern 

cities. 

2.The main functions of modern cities in 

the development of globalization 

processes. 

3. Trends in the development of cities of 

various types in the Russian Federation. 

4. Forecasts and development trends of 

large cities in foreign countries. 

Work with text-books and 

reference literature, periodicals 

and Internet resources.  

2. Analysis and evaluation 

of urban governance 

models in modern 

megacities. 

1. Analysis and evaluation of agglomeration 

process control models in domestic practice. 

2. Features of the organization of city 

management of federal significance of the 

Russian Federation. 

3. Urban agglomerations in the system of 

spatial development of the territory. 

4 Analysis of domestic experience in 

attracting the public to participate in the 

management and functioning of Russian 

megacities: best practices. 

Work with text-books and 

reference literature, periodicals 

and Internet resources. 
Collection and analysis of materials to 

prepare for the test. 

3. The main strategies and 

challenges for the 

development of megacities 

in foreign countries in the 

XXI century. 

1. Features of the strategic management of 

megacities of North America. 

2. Features of strategic management of 

megacities in Southeast Asia. 

3. Environmental protection and resource 

conservation programs in megacities of 

European countries. 

Work with text-books and 

reference literature, periodicals 

and Internet resources. 
Collection and analysis of materials to 

prepare for the test. 
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6.2. List of questions/assignments/topics for students’ preparation to formative 

assessment   

 

Templates of questions to answer when preparing for a test 

1. What is the essence and content of the process of urbanization in the modern world? 

2. What are the functions of large cities and megacities at the present stage of 

urbanization? 

3. What are the distinguishing features and characteristics of world and global cities 

can be identified? 

4. How is the contribution of megacities and global cities to the national and global 

economies characterized? 

5. What are the global trends and national characteristics of the development of 

megacities observed at the present stage? 

6. What are the opportunities and limitations for the social and economic development 

of the territory that urbanization processes contain? 

7. What is the specificity of urbanization processes in developing countries? 

8. Basic principles and approaches to the formation of modern systems for managing 

megacities in foreign countries. 

9. Advantages and disadvantages of centralized and decentralized management 

organization models in major cities and megacities. 

10. The system of governance and self-government in the largest European 

metropolitan cities, combining state and municipal functions (Vienna, Berlin, Paris). 

11. Expand the features of the organization of power in the capitals of federal states 

of foreign countries. 

12. Priority areas for the Cities Program within the framework of the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals until 2030. 

13. Strategic planning of socio-economic development of megacities. 

14. The place and role of agglomeration processes in the management of the 

development of modern megacities. 

15. The main management models for the development of modern urban 

agglomerations in foreign countries and the possibility of their application in Russian 

practice. 

16. Forms and mechanisms of public involvement in the management of megacities 

in foreign countries. 

17. The main components of the concept of development of "smart" cities in the 

modern world. 

18. The place and role of the concept of sustainable development in the management 

of large cities. 

19. New approaches to the formation of an urban system for managing the 

development of smart cities. 

20. Global trends in the development of digital technologies in the management of 

modern megacities 

 

Templates of tests 

1. The size of the urban population according to the UN forecast will reach 1 billion 
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person by ... year. 

2. The process of urban population growth, increasing the number of cities and their 

enlargement, the emergence of networks and systems of cities, the spread of urban lifestyles, 

increasing the role of cities in the modern global world - this is ... 

3. The growth and development of the suburban area of large cities, the migration of 

wealthy people from city centers to the suburban area, the increasing role of the suburbs in 

the life of the urban population are processes ... 

4. A group of cities, the proportion of the population in which, according to the UN 

forecast, will grow most rapidly by 2030 

1) up to 300 thousand people. 

2) from 500 thousand to 1 million. 

3) from 1 million to 5 million people. 

4) from 5 million to 10 million people 

5) 10 million people. and more 

5. By 2050, the urban population will increase most 

- America 

- Africa 

- Asia 

- Europe 

- Australia 

6. According to United Nations estimates, the world's urban population in 2018 

reached ... billion. 

- 1.0 

- 2.2 

- 3.2 

- 4.2 

- 5.0 

7. In 2018, ... percent of the total world population lived in cities. 

8. In 2018, the highest proportion of the urban population was in ... 

- Africa 

- Asia 

- South America 

- North America 

- Europe 

9. Varieties (types) of agglomeration effect: 

- synergistic 

- system 

- cumulative 

- comprehensive 

- focal 

10. The main signs of urban agglomerations: 

- Features and traditions of individual regions 

- concentration of industrial production and labor 

- compact construction 

- high population density 
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- the predominance of secondary contacts 

- close economic, labor, cultural and recreational relations 

- widespread development of agriculture 

 

Questions the students need to answer when preparing for performing an 

analysis 

1. What prerequisites determine the leadership of large cities in the socio-economic 

development of the region? 

2. Indicate the main criteria for determining large cities. 

3. Describe the role of large cities in the development of agglomeration processes. 

4. Highlight the specific characteristics of large cities as a special socio-economic 

system. 

5. What are the competitive advantages of large cities compared to other types of 

settlements? 

6. What are the main trends in the development of urbanization processes in the 

modern world? 

7. What risks and negative consequences arise with the dynamic development of 

urbanization processes in the modern world? 

8. What is the role and place of cities in the socio-economic development of the 

territory? 

9. What factors determine the leading positions of large cities in the socio-economic 

development of national economies? 

10. What are the main trends in urban development at the present stage? 

11. What are the main distinguishing features of modern urban agglomerations? 

12. What are the economic advantages of modern urban agglomerations? 

13. Describe the structure of spatial concentration in the theory of city economy 

"center - periphery". 

14. What are the agglomeration effects, describe them. 

15. What determines the need for state regulation of socio-economic processes in 

urban agglomerations? 

16. What are the main subjects of agglomeration processes and the main interest 

groups. 

17. Describe the main organizational models for managing large cities in foreign 

countries. 

18. What legal, economic and social differences are observed in different models of 

managing large urban agglomerations abroad? 

19. What are the features of inter-regional and inter-municipal interaction in the 

management of urban agglomerations in foreign countries? 

20. What are the prerequisites for ensuring harmonized regulatory and budgetary 

support for the management of cities and urban agglomerations abroad? 

21. What are the prerequisites for ensuring the methodological unity of the socio-

economic and spatial management of the development of large cities and urban 

agglomerations. 

22. How is the strategic and programmatic approach used in managing the 

development of large foreign cities and urban agglomerations? 
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23. What are the advantages and risks inherent in a single-level model of urban 

agglomeration development management? 

24. Describe the benefits of a model of urban governance based on the coordination 

and cooperation of local governments. 

25. What are the most effective institutions and mechanisms of intermunicipal 

interaction in the management of cities and urban agglomerations? 

26. What are the organizational forms and mechanisms for involving the population 

in the management of the development of territories in cities and urban agglomerations? 

 

Templates of case-studies and assignments 

1. Estimation of the urban and rural population, as well as the largest urban 

agglomerations of the world as a whole, regions and countries of the world has been carried 

out by the Population Division of the United Nations (UN) Department of Economic and 

Social Affairs since 1988. In 2018, the main results of the revision of the estimates of the 

urban and rural population of the world based on data on the population of urban settlements 

from national statistical services were presented. 

Task. 1) Using the updated data of the UN international statistics 

(https://esa.un.org/unpd/wup/Download/Files/WUP2018-F01-Total_Urban_Rural.xls), 

determine in which countries of Europe, Asia, Africa, North America, Latin America does 

the urban population currently exceed 50%? 2) Which countries are characterized by the 

highest urban population? 

2. Using data from international UN statistics characterizing the share (%) of the 

population living in the largest and largest cities in the world (table 17c: 

https://population.un.org/wup/Download/), indicate how they changed during the period 

1950-2035 reporting and forecast indicators on the proportion (%) of the world's population 

living in cities: a) with a population of more than 10 million people, b) with a population of 

5-10 million people, c) with a population of 1-5 million people? 

 

7. Mandatory and optional reading list   

Legal regulations 
1. European Charter of Local Self-Government (Strasbourg 10/15/1985) // Collection 

of legislation of the Russian Federation. 1998.No 36. September 7. St. 4466. 

2. Constitution of the Russian Federation. - [Electronic resource]. - 2019. - Access 

mode: Consultant Plus. 

3. Federal Law of 06.10.2003 No. 131-ФЗ “On General Principles of the Organization 

of Local Self-Government in the Russian Federation”. - [Electronic resource]. - 2019. - 

Access mode: Consultant Plus. 

4. Decree of the Government of the Russian Federation of February 13, 2019 N 207-

r “On approval of the Strategy for spatial development of the Russian Federation for the 

period until 2025”. - Access mode: Consultant Plus 

Mandatory reading list 

1. City economy: a training manual / T.G. Morozova, N.V. Ivanova, V.E. Komov, 

T.F. Sorokina, V.A. Tupchienko. - Moscow: University textbook: INFRA-M, 2017. - 

(Bachelor and Master). - EBN ZNANUM.com. - URL: 

http://znanium.com/go.php?id=765722 (accessed: 10/17/2019). - Text: electronic. 
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2. Largest cities’ Management: a textbook and a workshop for universities / S.E. 

Prokofiev [et al.]; edited by S.E. Prokofiev, I.A. Rozhdestvenskaya, N.N. Musinova. - 

Moscow: Yurayt Publishing House, 2019 .-- 322 p. - (Higher education). - ISBN 978-5-534-

11313-6. - Text: electronic // EBU Yurait [site]. - URL: https://www.biblio-

online.ru/bcode/444894 (accessed: 10.17.2019). 

Optional reading list 

1. Belkina T.D. Economic and social functions of cities: analysis methodology: 

monograph / T.D. Belkina. - M.: INFRA-M, 2019 .-- 206 p. - (Scientific Thought). - 

www.dx.doi.org/10.12737/monography_59ccac8f670860.01165218. - EBL 

ZNANIUM.com. - URL: http://znanium.com/catalog/product/1003241 (accessed: 

10.17.2019). - Text: electronic. 

2. Gushchin, A.N. Theory of sustainable development of the city / A.N. Gushchin. - 

2nd ed. - Moscow; Berlin: Direct Media, 2015 .-- 232 p. : ill., schemes., tab. - Access mode: 

by subscription. - ELS University Library online. - - URL: 

http://biblioclub.ru/index.php?page=book&id=271889 (accessed: 10/17/2019). - 

Bibliography: p. 219-228. - ISBN 978-5-4475-1425-9. - DOI 10.23681 / 271889. - Text: 

electronic. 

3. Leila Simona Talani. Globalization, Hegemony and the Future of the City of 

London. Palgrave Macmillan, a division of Macmillan Publishers Limited 2012. – Режим 

доступа: по подписке Springer. – URL: 

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1057/9780230349452 (accessed: 10/17/2019). — Text: 

electronic. 

4. Zaheer Allam. Cities and the Digital Revolution.  - Режим доступа: по подписке 

Springer. – URL: https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-29800-5 (accessed: 

10/17/2019). — Text: electronic. 

5. Vitor Nazário CoelhoIgor Machado CoelhoThays A.OliveiraLuiz Satoru  Ochi. 

Smart and Digital Cities. - Режим доступа: по подписке Springer. – URL: 

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-12255-3 (accessed: 10/17/2019). — 

Text: electronic. 

8. List of IT resources, incl. the list of software, information and reference 

systems (as appropriate).    

8. 1. Software:   

1. Windows, Microsoft Office software; 

2.  ESET Endpoint Security antivirus software; etc. 

8.2. Databases and information and reference systems   
1. 1. Internet site of the Union of Russian cities - http://www.urc.ru; 

2. The City Mayors Foundation Internet site. - http://www.citymayors.com; 

3. The International Assembly of Capitals and Major Cities (IAH). - http://www.e-

gorod.ru; 

7. UN-HABITAT website in Russia. - http://unhabitat.ru; 

8. Garant information and reference system; 

9. Consultant Plus legal information system.  

 

8.3. Certified software/hardware used for information protection   

Certified software and hardware information protection is not used.  


